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The 2015-16 breeding season saw a decline in foals on the ground from the 
previous year.  I have stated this fact each year since I have been in the role 
as Chairman of ASBA. 
The National breeding industry continues to confront challenges to maintain 
both economic stability and a positive outlook going forward. 
National Services for the 2015/16 season have also continued their downward 
trend. There were a total of 5,618 mares served in the last breeding season. 
This was broken up as follows by each State. 
NSW 913 
VIC 3816 
QLD 493 
SA 61 
WA 287 
TAS 48 

 
I would like to clarify the State by State breeding numbers; they appear to be very 
weighted to appear that the State of Victoria is where the majority of our mares are 
bred. The figures are in fact representing where the “semen” came from, not where 
the mare is domiciled. 
 
This has been the traditional way of reporting, HRA in conjunction with RISE are 
working up a new report which will be based on where the mare is located and I 
believe this is probably a more realistic reflection of breeding numbers.  This report 
hopefully will be in practice before the start of the 2016/17 breeding season. 
 
Comparing the national number of mares bred for the season of 2014/15, being 
5,807, and 5,618 mares bred for the 2015/16 season we still see a decline, though 
some people were predicting a drop of up to 10% would occur. 
 
With the number of foals born nationally each year heading south I wonder what the 
“golden number” of foals born annually needs to be to fulfil our racing stock 
commitments to the TAB.  I suppose when the Australian breeding Industry gets to a 
point where that golden number fails to service the betting industry then we will 
probably see a far larger number of New Zealand bred horses coming across the 
Tasman! Both as purchased yearling at sales and mature racing horses. 



It’s heartening see the efforts that the States are making to help stop the 
decline in breeding numbers. Be it free foal registration, or breeders challenge 
futurity payments paid by the State body, or it may be a mares bonus scheme 
where by mares which continue to race past their 3yo season are rewarded 
with points that convert to a dollar value to entice an owner to breed from this 
mare when she eventually is retired to the breeding barn. Though these 
efforts by the state controlling bodies are to be commended, in reality the 
financial gain derived from the schemes only supports those breeders already 
in our industry, I’m not saying this is a bad thing, far from it, but when we talk 
about declines of any kind within an industry, the issue at the core is “what will 
become of the future”.  How do we attract new breeders to our industry State 
by State, and how do we keep those breeders we have already have? 
We have had a very good system of identification of our breed for many years 
now, this has been carried out by way of neck freeze branding. However, 
Microchipping is set to replace freeze branding. When Equine Influenza 
entered our shores many people benefitted with Federal financial assistance 
for microchipping as a way to record vaccination status. Given the chips ability 
to record such vital information as well as an individuals parentage, it must be seen as both a welfare and association/registration benefit. The cost to the 
industry I am informed will be reasonably close to the cost of freeze branding. 
Though, if the cost to an owner exceeds those already associated with freeze 
branding the issue will again become contentious with everyone asking who 
will absorb these added costs? 
To conclude, my personal thanks go to the efforts of each State 
representative and the office bearers of ASBA. It must be noted that these 
individuals carry out duties as volunteers. Without their time and passion for 
harness breeding and racing we would not be able to continue our combined 
efforts to keep our industry vital.  
Les Camarda 
 
Chairman. 
  
 
 


