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An aspect of the past season that might have passed 
many by was a connection with the scintillating success of 
TURN IT UP and an important aspect of his pedigree.

That is that he is from a US bred mare who has now also 
produced a high-class filly in the Victorian APG series. We 
have discussed Turn It Up’s pedigree earlier in the series 
but the aspect we need to talk about here is that he came 
from an Australian sale.

There is practically no chance he could have come from a 
New Zealand one.

In the 2019 catalogue not one foal from an American-
bred mare was offered for sale. One was catalogued and 
withdrawn.

This is rather extraordinary compared to Australian sales 
and the enthusiasm All Stars has shown for yearlings from 
American mares there. 

That that is not accidental is the number of yearlings 
purchased at New Zealand sales by All Stars closely 
descended from American mares. It may not be 
deliberate of course but the success the stable has had 
with horses from American mares bought in Australia 
suggests it might well be. 

A notable success for them was Follow the Stars and 
earlier the Harness Jewels mile record holder Border 
Control- both purchased in Australia from American 
mares.

New Zealanders import relatively or very few mares 
from America though a small number of breeders are 
admirable exceptions.

Yet American mares have been over the last 120 years, the 
foundation of much of our racing success. The whole thing 
began with a shipment of standardbreds to Nelson and 
Christchurch in the 1880’s. A century ago came the black 
mare Norice whose descendants are frequently through 
our current sale rings while most of the colonial bred 
mares of that time have nothing like the same influence.

Names like Estella Amos, Berthabell, Esprit, Trix Pointer, 
Belle Keller any number of outstanding Roydon Lodge 

By Dave McCarthy C/O All Stars Racing Stable Website

EXPORT OR DIE - 
DOES IT ALSO 
MEAN IMPORT AND 
THRIVE? 
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imports including standouts like Spangled 
Maiden, Air Flow and Widow Volo over several 
decades were measuring sticks for the progress of 
the breed.

That hasn’t faded even with less enthusiasm for 
American female blood. Becalm Lobell (granddam 
of I Can Doosit) Tabella Bindy (granddam of 
Desperate Comment); Andress Blue Chip (dam 
of Carabella 19 for 17 ); San Sophia (Raging Bull) 
Giveitawhirlgirl (Twist and Twirl)  Regal Volo 
(imported to Australia and her several smart 
trotting foals including a $100,000 Muscle Hill colt, 
Regal Attire, for All Stars at the recent sales He is 
a half to G1 names like Twentyten; High Gait and 
Alannah Hall; then there is Luby Ann (dam of two 
G1 winners from two foals) Sungait Song (Sundon) 
No Paba (Nearea Franco) -Blue Jeans (dam of 
our once fastest ever in Attorney General and 
ancestress of Chicago Bull) -the list goes on. But 
not so much lately.

I have heard the topic discussed. Generally the 
point is made that we now have access to the best 
current American stallions (where once they were 
once, twice, three times removed from that list ) 
and so the fillies resulting have rich American blood 
in their pedigrees anyway. True, as far as it goes. 
One of the complications now is that the best bred 
mares in America if by Art Major Bettor’s Delight or 
Somebeachsomewhere are not quite the novelty 
they would once have been.

Secondly there is the reality that access to the best 
bred US female stock requires deep pockets and 
only the Roydon Lodge principals Sir John and later 
to a lesser extent Sir Roy McKenzie were prepared 
to go to the American sales and take on the top 
buyers of fillies. One of their imports was bought 
for a then sale ring record price for a filly in the US. 
It led Sir John to be the first Kiwi to be a winning 
owner in America and that was before the Second 
World War. 

However in many cases in the history of American 
mares being successful in this country it was in 
spite of their pedigrees rather than because of 
them. A number would not have been at record 
prices on their pedigrees or anywhere near some 
of the earlier imports -yet they still have proved 
their worth.

Breeding families, even the best of them, go 
through breeding cycles and a number, while never 
gaining any publicity about it, just die out.

The infusion of new blood can surely pay off in the 
long run. Ask the breeders and owners of Turn It Up

Friday’s (September 13) Alexandra Park winner, Warloch, 
might have been New Zealand born, but his dam and 
grand-dam both have rich American blood flowing 
through their veins.

“We bought Warloch’s grand-dam, the 1991 Albatross 
mare, LC Tricky, from a Broodmare Sale in Canada and 
then bought her home. We bought her off the owner of 
Jenna’s Beach Boy, and she was in foal to that sire.

“Pure Envy was the result. She was the second foal out 
of the mare. Warloch is seventh foal and he’s by Bettor’s 
Delight.

“We sold Warloch for $42,500 to the ‘Mentally Stable 
Syndicate’ at the Karaka Yearling Sales,” Said Mrs 
Barlow (nee Milina), who owns Highfields Bloodstock in 
Coatesville with her husband Chris.

That syndicate is run by Michael House. They watched 
Warloch win his fourth race in 41 starts in the last of the 
nine races at ‘The Park’. House trains him and he was 
driven by junior driver, Kimberley Blakemore.

Barlow said Warloch was a 6-year-old Well Said gelding, 
who was getting better with age.

“I saw the race and was delighted for Michael and his 
owners. Warloch’s mother has been retired from the 
broodmare’s paddock. We have a 30-acre retirement 

Frank Marrion

LINK TO HARBOUR 
LIGHT REALLY WAS 
A LIFE LINE FOR 
KEVIN JAMES AND 
DIANA HARBOUR 

Diana Harbour winning at Addington on the 2nd of August
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property in Northland where we send our old 
horses, so they are well looked after.

“She’s not the oldest horse up there. Urgent Need 
(Nihilator – Sudden Urge) is still going strong at 33. 
Stella Wiltshire has been with us 22 years and has 
all the retired mares until they pass away. She does 
a wonderful job.

“Everyone knows Stella. She presents and leads our 
horses at the sales.

“Most of the horses that she cares for usually make 
it to their late 20s and early 30s, so they get a great 
retirement. It’s our way of saying thank you,” Barlow 
said.

The win of Wild Excuse at the Methven meeting 
run at Ashburton on Sunday was doubly special for 
Canterbury breeder and owner Ronnie Dawe.

Not only did he get a piece of the $19.80 on the 
tote, but the A Rocknroll Dance mare was bred 
from the first broodmare he ever purchased.

“I was looking for a broodmare quite a while ago 
and John Curtin had her for sale. We had been 
racing a few horses from different people without 
a lot of luck and I thought I would try and breed a 
couple.

“Smooth Maker was the first broodmare I ever 
purchased, and had to pay a wee bit of money 
for her but she was a half-sister to Just An Excuse 
which is why I bought her,” said Dawe.

Smooth Maker was from the third and largest crop 
of Make A Deal who was a son of No Nukes out 
of one of the best producers in the world in Leah 
Almahurst, thus making him a three quarter in 
blood to Western Ideal.

Brad Reid

NO EXCUSES 
FROM 
DAWES FIRST 
BROODMARE 

The mating to Make A Deal wasn’t completely out of the 
way when you consider Live Or Die, the sire of two time 
Cup Winner Just An Excuse was from a No Nukes line 
himself. From all reports he was a good-looking horse but 
given Just An Excuse was only a foal when Smooth Maker 
was conceived, one was to know of the potential fireworks 
associated with the cross.

Make A Deal was good enough to pace 1:50 and win over 
$600,000 in stakes picking up his biggest cheque in the 
now defunct USA American National, previously run in 
Illinois. It was a race won by some of the most influential 
stallions in the breed today including Falcon Seelster, 
Artsplace, Beach Towel and more recently Shadow Play & 
Captaintreacherous.

Standing at Wai Eyre farm in 1998 on the back of Western 
Ideal’s two-year-old exploits he was to provide the 
perfect outcross for our gluttony of Albatross sire lined 
broodmares.

Standing in New Zealand for four seasons, he like many 
brothers of champions, failed to fire a shot (other than 
Open Class pacer Myron) from what must be said a fair 
chance, serving books of 113, 107 and 122 at a price of 
$2500. 

Make A Deal hasn’t been much better as a damsire with 
32 NZ bred winners.

That hasn’t stopped Ronnie’s first broodmare who while 
limited in her own ability (2 wins from 65 starts) on the 
track has a proven ability to throw horses in the mould of 
her half-brother, Just An Excuse.

The winner of two is out of My Excuse, the mare and 
breed made by well-known Cambridge breeder Ollie 
Haines.

“They are late maturing and tend not to go early but they 
are just really tough and have a strong will to win,” said 
Dawe.

“She just leaves strong, good-looking horses is the best 
way I can put it,” he said.

Just An Excuse only raced three times at three (winning 
each time) before exploding on the scene at four winning 
the Messenger and Taylor Mile.

She has been a consistent producer of tough and at times, 
speedy pacers with Ronnie being more than fair in his 
assessment of her having ‘done a great job”.

The first foal ever bred by Dawe from Smooth Maker was 
Excuse Maker, a colt by McArdle. He was good enough 
to win seven from 29 starts and race at elite level in the 
same crop as Terror To Love and Gold Ace under the 
tutelage of Phil Burrows.
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Wild Excuse winning at Ashburton last Sunday

“He would have won a lot more but when he was 
out for a spell he hurt his leg when running into a 
rabbit’s hole. He had some real speed and could 
come from last to first, a bit more of a sit and 
sprinter but it was pretty to watch when he got it 
right,” said Dawe.

The second foal was Mach’s Gladiator by Mach 
Three and he could have been the best horse 
Dawe had bred had it not been for an injury of his 
own.

“He was the better all-round horse who could go 
around and sit parked and run away from them, if 
you watch the videos of him in Auckland where he 
won three and a row, he had a bit of X factor,” said 
Dawe.

“I took him to Menangle and about a month into his 
training over there he fractured his leg working on 
the track and had to be put down. He could have 
won 10 in a row over there if he stayed sound.”

Mach’s Gladiator was good enough to win 12 
and run in the money 8 times from 38 starts for 
$100,000. He too raced at the highest level of his 
age and the verge of open class.

The third foal was a full brother called Mach’s 
Terminator and despite the breeding didn’t quite 
live up to his name being described as “a big 
bugger who was a bit soft but he still won three.”

The fourth foal by Lis Mara didn’t really fire for Dawe 
either winning a race under the name of Elite Excuse with 
Dawe noting the sire probably held her back as much as 
anything.

The fifth foal by Christian Cullen is destined for the 
broodmare paddock after going saw but showing plenty 
of ability.

“Stacey John is a beautiful looking mare and she has 
been retired to stud. I am looking forward to breeding 
her being by Cullen and just a standout looker, she had a 
motor too,” he said.

Sunday’s race winner in Wild Excuse has been late 
maturing but was good enough to win a race last season 
at three on the grass at Motukarara in her second start. 
She had a couple further starts around Christmas but was 
tipped out to strengthen up.

“She was pretty weak at three to be fair. If you go back 
and look at the tapes of her last year she was weak 
and narrow but now she has filled right out and is way 
stronger and a lot better for it.

“The family does typically take until four as we discussed. 
Phil thinks she can win her fair share, so we will look to 
have a crack at some of the grass tracks over the summer 
and have a bit of fun with her hopefully.

“Three weeks ago when she went to a trial at Rangiora 
she went real good and we thought she might be a bit 
better then we originally thought. She showed a bit there 



QUALITY IN FOAL 
BROODMARES  & 
WEANLINGS FOR 
SALE
The NZSBA currently has 
multiple listings of 
well-bred mares for sale/
lease/free.

To find out more information 
and to see what is available, 
please click here.

This will direct you to our 
website, and then click the 
For Sale/Lease heading in the 
navigation bar.
 

on Sunday too and has improved a lot since last 
season anyway. 

“Phil has just put the Mach Three filly in the cart at 
the beach and said she went really good for her 
first day with the cart on which is encouraging.

“We have since gifted the mare to John Morrison 
and his partner empty so hopefully he can have 
a bit of luck with her progeny as well, she’s been 
damn good to me,” said Dawe.

Dawe has plenty of quality in his broodmare band 
to go on with breeding from the seven win Bettor’s 
Delight mare Tangos Delight for a start.

The winner of the Group Two Premier 
Mares Championship has had a filly by 
Somebeachsomewhere who is currently being 
given time and is currently in foal to Sunshine 
Beach.

Dawe is also breeding from one the few trotters to 
lower the colours of The Fiery Ginger as a juvenile, 
Continental Auto when winning the Group Two 
Sires Stakes Championship at Addington.

She was good enough to win five and place on 
12 occasions and is about to see the first of her 
progeny hit the track.

“She is the first and only trotter I have ever owned and 
was only by chance that we ended up with her. Mike 
Gourdie was meant to put her through the sales but she 
got withdrawn because she was on the small side. We 
leased her and exercised our right of purchase when she 
was looking pretty smart at two and I’m glad we did,” 
laughed Dawe.

“The Andover Hall four-year-old should be at the 
workouts in the next few weeks. She’s the first foal and a 
mare called Go on Andover by Andover Hall. Tom Bagrie 
trains her and she looks like she should win a few.

“We also have a Muscle Hill filly which has been a bit 
disappointing given who her father is, but she is only three 
now and may have needed some time.

“The latest foal is by Father Patrick and he is with Greg 
Hope. Greg really likes him and thinks he could be one 
of the best juveniles in his care down at the beach which 
is exciting. He’s a beautiful looking horse too and she is 
currently in foal to him again which we are very pleased 
with,” he said.

6
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SHORT SNIPPETS

RITA chief executive to step down

Racing Industry Transition Agency (RITA) chief 
executive John Allen is stepping down from his role 
at the end of the year. 

“After five years as chief executive it is time to 
begin the search for a new leader to oversee the 
transition to TAB NZ,” Allen said.

“This was a difficult decision, but with the racing 
reforms underway, it’s timely for someone else to 
lead the TAB and deliver the revenue growth to 
support a sustainable racing industry.”  

RITA chairman Dean McKenzie acknowledged Mr 
Allen’s leadership since becoming chief executive in 
2015 during which time there have been important 
investments in the TAB. 

“The innovations overseen by Mr Allen have 
provided the TAB with a solid foundation for growth 
to support racing and sport in New Zealand, and 
the Board is optimistic the initiatives will deliver 
the returns the industry needs in coming years,” 
McKenzie said.

“We now need to focus on lifting profits, increasing 
distributions to racing and improving the betting 
experience for Kiwi punters. Achieving the 
outcomes set out in the current reform of racing will 
play an important part of securing a positive future 
for racing.” 

Allen paid tribute to the team at RITA for its support 
and effort to deliver innovations that he said will 
have long and lasting benefits for racing. 

“It has been a great privilege to hold this position 
and lead an incredible bunch of people.

“I also want to acknowledge the huge number 
of people from across the industry, in the codes, 
club volunteers, the owners and trainers for their 
support. 

“There is significant opportunity ahead for the 
industry and I am genuinely confident of the 
future.” 

Allen will stay on until Christmas to support RITA 
through the next phase of industry reform and to 
oversee a transition to a new chief executive. 

NZ Bred’s Dominate HRA Awards

It was announced yesterday that New Zealand bred 
Standardbreds were awarded the highest honours in the 
annual Australian Horse of the Year titles, in the country’s 
most prestigious awards.

In a media release from Harness Racing Australia, Chief 
Executive Andrew Kelly announced the winners of the age 
category, and overall titles.

New Zealand bred open class pacer, Tiger Tara, claimed 
the titles of Australian Horse of the Year, Australian Aged 
Horse or Gelding of the Year and Australian Pacer of the 
Year.

Bred by Ray Anicich, the stallion recorded 8 wins and 8 
placings from 21 starts last season, including his brave 
second placing in the 2018 New Zealand Trotting Cup 
behind Thefixer.  

Tiger Tara is currently nominated for the 2019 Christchurch 
Casino New Zealand Trotting Cup and is currently third 
favourite on futures options with the New Zealand TAB.

While on the trotting side of the awards another Kiwi was 
being celebrated.

Expat New Zealand trotter Tornado Valley was crowned 
Australian Trotter of the Year and Aged Australian Trotting 
Entire or Gelding of the Year.

Tornado Valley was bred by Petina Gaugler and Terry 
McMillan (also former trainer of the horse), and won 
seven races here in New Zealand before being exported 
to Australia.

Since then the son of Skyvalley has taken his career 
record to 28 win from 84 starts, including last seasons 
Interdominion Grand Final (heading home a Kiwi bred 
trifecta with Speeding Spur second and Monty Python 
third), the Group One features: Bill Collins Sprint, Maori 
Mile and the Knight Pistol.

Last season Tornado Valley won 11 of his 12 starts.

Congratulations must also go to North Otago trainer 
Phil Williamson and his team, and the breeders Lex and 
Heather Williams as Ultimate Stride was crowed the 
Australian 2yo Trotting Colt of the Year.

The son of Love You and former Champion trotting mare, 
One Over Kenny, was unbeaten in his four Australian 
starts, which included a Breeders Crown Final victory, and 
success in the Group One Redwood Classic.

Ultimate Stride is owned by Emilo and Maria Rosati, who 
are based in New South Wales.

Kiwi bred Majestuoso was also awarded 3YO Trotting Colt 
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or Gelding of the year after winning 8 of his 11 race 
day starts last season including the Victoria Trotters 
Derby and the Holmfield.

Majestuoso was bred by Alabar Stud NZ Ltd, and is 
by Majestic Son out of Rosemaryz Luck.

World Champion Son of Father  
Patrick to stand at stud

Hanover Shoe Farms Inc proudly announce that 
superstar harness racing colt trotter Greenshoe 
will retire to Hanover Shoe Farms at the conclusion 
of his 3-year-old campaign to commence stallion 
duty at the world’s foremost nursery in 2020.

Greenshoe burst onto the harness racing scene in 
early June of his freshman year, winning his first 
2-year-old race in 1:55 with a last quarter of :27.3. 
He would go on to win his next four races at 2, 
including the New Jersey Sire Stakes final in 1:53.3.

Greenshoe made his highly anticipated return to 
the races as a 3-year-old in May of this year and 
has once again electrified industry participants and 
fans alike with his unparalleled speed, stamina, 
and determination. Greenshoe has thus far won 
seven of his nine sophomore starts, including both 
the New Jersey Sire Stakes leg and the final, his Earl 
Beal elimination, the Stanley Dancer Memorial, his 
Hambletonian elimination, the Zweig Memorial 
and, most recently, a Kentucky Sire Stake leg in 
1:50.4 with a last quarter of :26. Greenshoe has 
trotted sub-:27 final quarters in each of his last five 
starts.

To date Greenshoe boasts a record of 1:50.1 and 
$843,223 in earnings.

Tragedy struck early on Friday morning when 
highly-regarded broodmare, Zenterfold, died while 
foaling.

The 19-year-old daughter of In The Pocket could 
not be saved by staff at Alabar Stud in South 

Garrick Knight

ZENTERFOLD 
PASSES 

Auckland shortly after delivering a colt foal by Vincent.

Zenterfold is best known as the dam of former Group 
1-winning pacer-sire Tintin In America, whose daughter, 
Shartin, is arguably the best pacing mare in the world 
given her North American domination over the past 
couple of years.

Zenterfold also left the Group 1 place-getter The Blue 
Lotus and four other winners, including the 1.52 pacer, 
Destination Moon.

While devastated, her Cambridge co-owner Bee Pears 
says she has many good memories of the mare, which 
she bred about-turn with Pukekohe’s Geoff and Aria 
Small.

“She was a very much-loved mare who shuttled between 
our place in Cambridge, Geoff and Aria’s place and 
Alabar often for foaling. Everyone loved her.

“Character is the word you immediately think of with 
Zenterfold.”

“She loved people and attention, could be bossy with 
other horses, and was a super mum to her foals.”

“I’m so grateful her daughters and granddaughters are in 
such good hands. Her legacy lives on in her offspring and 
theirs, and of course in the deeds of Tintin In America as a 
sire now.”

Both Tintin In America and The Blue Lotus are now based 
in New South Wales at Yirribee Pacing Stud, Pears having 
sold The Blue Lotus to the Stud just a few months ago.

And while Pears no longer has any female descendants of 
the family left in her ownership, more memories are still to 
be made as Zenterfold’s two previous foals, both colts, are 
in training and showing promise.

Ideal Zen (American Ideal) is now three and in training 
for the Smalls while King Ottokar, which Pears sold to 
Graeme Rogerson for $30,000 at Karaka earlier this year, 
has just turned two.

Zenterfold and her Art Major colt King Ottokar as a foal
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RITA RACING 
REFORM 
PROGRAMME 
UPDATE #2
30 August,  
Good evening,

It’s been just sixty days since the establishment of 
the Racing Industry Transition Agency (RITA) and 
a timely opportunity to update you on progress 
against the Reform Programme the Board are 
advancing on behalf of the Minister for Racing. 

Our strategic focus is set out very clearly in the 
letter of expectation from the Minister for Racing 
-  we must work to secure the long-term success of 
the New Zealand racing industry. We must reform 
the industry into a more sustainable structure, and 
support them as it goes through this change. 

You will know that there are 17 recommendations 
from the Review of the New Zealand Racing 
Industry by John Messara that we are working 
through. Many of these need policy, legislation 
and comprehensive regulations for the proposed 
changes to take effect. Much of this work is 
complex and requires significant focus from 
RITA Board and management, as well as the 
Department of Internal Affairs. 

As we come into the important period of Spring 
racing we are encouraged by the progress made 
to give effect to this ambition. 

Bill One

The first Racing Reform Bill came into effect on July 
1 and addresses the industry’s need for additional 
revenue. This included the totalisator (betting) 
duty paid to the Crown being phased out and 
the introduction of two new charges on overseas 
betting operators (offshore charges) to help ensure 
they contribute to the New Zealand racing and 
sports codes from which they benefit. 

The money available as a consequence of the 
reduction in Betting Duty is being held by RITA 
while the final details of its distribution between 
Harm Minimisation Initiatives, and the Racing 
Codes and Sports NZ is finalised. From mid 2021, 

we would expect the returns will be in excess of $14m, with 
approximately $4m available this year. The distribution 
amounts need to be set by a specific regulation and 
we will update the industry prior to Christmas on the 
outcome.

The Offshore Charges will be able to be set and 
collected following the implementation of regulations.  
It is expected that this process will be completed and 
collection commenced from the beginning of the 2020 
calendar year.

While overseas betting operators will be required to 
pay product fees in due course, a number of these have 
already committed to voluntary charges, most recently 
Sportsbet. This is in addition to the arrangement secured 
with Betfair earlier this year,  and discussions with other 
operators in the Australian market are ongoing.

The first Bill also permits RITA to offer betting on a wider 
range of sports where an agreement is reached with 
Sport NZ. We are hopeful of new sports being made 
available to TAB customers before the end of the year. 

Bill Two

Work is now well advanced on preparing the second Bill 
which we anticipate being introduced into Parliament at 
the end of this year.  This will include provisions designed 
to give effect to the establishment of TAB NZ in order to 
maximise revenue and profit for racing and to the transfer 
to the individual Codes of a range of racing and industry 
responsibilities previously undertaken by RITA. We have 
sought feedback from the Codes on this with a view to 
policy decisions being taken for inclusion in the draft 
policy papers for the Bill.

Provisions to facilitate discussion between Codes and 
Clubs in relation to the future of New Zealand’s racing 
venues, as part of the Future Venue Plan work started last 
year, are expected to be included in the new Bill.

The Messara recommendations in relation to the racing 
Integrity bodies and animal welfare have been advanced 
in an independent review undertaken by Malcolm 
Burgess.  His Report has been circulated for consultation 
with the various views currently being analysed, including 
from the JCA and RIU who presented  to the Board at 
our last meeting.  The decisions on a new Governance 
structure for integrity bodies will likely be made by the 
Board at our next meeting on September 25, and could 
result in specific legislative considerations in the Bill. 

Messara also recommended an independent 
performance and efficiency audit on the NZRB and we 
expect a final version in mid-September. This has been 
slightly delayed to ensure the scope of the report brief 



10

Tapanui’s John Stiven is a man of many talents.

Best known for the deeds of his and wife Judy’s 
‘Arden’ breed, he hasn’t been content in letting his 
horses do all the talking. 

Stiven utilised his self-described rugged good looks 
to be cast as an extra in the Hollywood blockbuster, 

Brad Reid

ARDEN LODGE  
ON FIRE 

was fully met. Once complete it will be sent to the 
Minister. In addition, we’ve had an independent 
report on the Distribution Model under section 16 
of the Act developed and which will be discussed 
with the Codes within the next few weeks with 
regulations developed next year.

Harm Minimisation

As the Board work through the various 
recommendations we remain acutely aware of our 
responsibility to minimise the harm that gambling 
can lead to for some people. RITA management 
has reviewed its work in this area and developed 
a comprehensive strategy to add further weight 
to activities already underway. This will include 
utilising technology, improving communications 
and building stronger partnerships with the sector. 

Industry Engagement

Over the past few weeks we have met with the 
Boards of the three Codes to update them on the 
process and our progress.  We will also keep the 
industry up to speed on our progress where we 
can. 

  Good progress is being made but to meet the 
timelines required for the legislative process the 
momentum must be sustained.

We will provide a further RITA operational update 
in September.

 
Yours sincerely,

Dean McKenzie 
Chair

Pete’s Dragon, catapulting him into living rooms all 
around the world.

He has since struck fame a little closer to home having 
taken out his training licence to produce Countess of 
Arden to win at her third start under his care.

With all of this on his resume including a UDR better than 
Robert Dunn’s, he is lucky he has so much on around the 
farm to keep his feet firmly on the ground!

“It was pretty good. I don’t know if it was up there with 
Rooney’s Cup though!  She is a horse who had her fair 
share of issues and we decided to have a go with her 
ourselves and it worked out quite well.

“This year is the 50th anniversary for Arden Lodge,” said 
Stiven.

“It was established here in 1969 and that milestone was 
part of the reason I thought I’d have a wee crack at 
training again this year.”

Stiven is no stranger to the craft, having helped his late 
father Doug with a team on the same property before his 
passing in 2001.

“I’d been thinking about getting back in to it for a long 
time,” he said.

“I took over the licence when dad died. I had just one 
starter before giving it away to focus on the breeding side 
of things.

“I used to help dad back in the day and knew the times 
they used to run back then.

With Barry Purdon, Brad Williamson and Dunn having 
handled her previously, it’s somewhat intriguing that 
Stiven has managed to get the best out of her.

Arden Roanoke winning at Addington last Friday
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“She’s enjoying life. She’s happy to be home in 
Tapanui, just like we are.”

Stiven and his wife had further success last 
weekend when Arden Roanoake was successful at 
Addington for the Cran Dalgety/ Nathan Purdon 
barn.

He was bred to be good being by Art Major out of 
the Rocknroll Hanover mare Rocknroll Arden who in 
turn is a daughter of fine producer and Broodmare 
of Excellence winner, Winter Rose.

He was a good looker too being a $155,000 
yearling sales purchase and is finally starting to 
fulfill some of his potential, breeding and purchase 
price.

“The mother was one of the best mares of her year 
taking on a good mare who we now own called 
Venus Serena and ran the quinella with her quite 
a few times. She was one of the fastest fillies in the 
history of New Zealand at that stage,” said Stiven.

Rocknroll Arden was five times Group 1 placed with 
three of those features being won by Venus Serena.

She won the Group Three Southland Cadeuceus 
fillies race for Two-Year-Olds among her six 
victories and 12 placings for $172,000 in stakes.

Her sire, Rocknroll Hanover is starting to make 
his mark enormously in North America as a 
broodmare sire and the Stiven’s have high hopes 
for their blue blood broodmare also.

John Stiven and Countess of Arden return after his first training win

“She’s left a nice Somebeachsomewhere three-
year-old who we sold. He has started his career at 
the workouts recently for Brent Mangos and is on 
his way to qualifying shortly.

“We have a Bettor’s Delight two-year-old filly who 
I am currently doing a bit of jogging with after we 
pulled her out of the sales due to a bonechip, and 
she is coming along nice.

“We also have a full sister to Arden Roanoake from 
the mare that we sold privately as a weanling 
when the opportunity presented itself.

“The mare is due to foal to Sweet Lou and is 
booked to Captaintreacherous for this season.”

Rocknroll Arden’s mother Winter Rose has a 
Sweet Lou filly for the sales which would make a 
wonderful addition to any commercial breeders 
broodmare band.

The foal was born via Embryo Transfer and 
unfortunately for the team at Arden Lodge has had 
issues getting into foal.

“She was in foal to Always B Miki and is booked 
to Downbytheseasside this season. She has been 
having a couple of broodmare issues but hopefully 
we are on top of those,” he said. 

With 16 mares due to foal and nine yearlings to 
take to the sales, things will no doubt get very busy 
on the farm.
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But with pressure comes opportunity and Arden 
Lodge are looking forward to taking a Bettor’s 
Delight colt out of the former champion Venus 
Serena to the sales in 2020.

When pressed for the pick of his bunch early on 
Stiven was quick to note one for the astute buyer 
with likely deep pockets needed.

“We have a Bettor’s Delight colt out of Arden 
Rose who is by Somebeachsomehwere out of an 
Artsplace daughter of Winter Rose who has some 
blood about him. 

“The pedigree should attract some interest but 
when you see the horse he is an absolute corker 
and is sure to attract some interest,” said Stiven.

Friday’s (September 13) Alexandra Park winner, 
Warloch, might have been New Zealand born, but 
his dam and grand-dam both have rich American 
blood flowing through their veins.

“We bought Warloch’s grand-dam, the 1991 
Albatross mare, LC Tricky, from a Broodmare Sale 
in Canada and then bought her home. We bought 
her off the owner of Jenna’s Beach Boy, and she 
was in foal to that sire.

“Pure Envy was the result. She was the second foal 
out of the mare. Warloch is seventh foal and he’s by 
Bettor’s Delight.

“We sold Warloch for $42,500 to the ‘Mentally 
Stable Syndicate’ at the Karaka Yearling Sales,” 
Said Mrs Barlow (nee Milina), who owns Highfields 
Bloodstock in Coatesville with her husband Chris.

That syndicate is run by Michael House. They 
watched Warloch win his fourth race in 41 starts in 
the last of the nine races at ‘The Park’. House trains 
him and he was driven by junior driver, Kimberley 
Blakemore.

Barlow said Warloch was a 6-year-old Well Said 
gelding, who was getting better with age.

Duane Ranger

WARLOCH  
PRODUCES  
MORE MAGIC 

“I saw the race and was delighted for Michael and his 
owners. Warloch’s mother has been retired from the 
broodmare’s paddock. We have a 30-acre retirement 
property in Northland where we send our old horses, so 
they are well looked after.

“She’s not the oldest horse up there. Urgent Need 
(Nihilator – Sudden Urge) is still going strong at 33. Stella 
Wiltshire has been with us 22 years and has all the retired 
mares until they pass away. She does a wonderful job.

“Everyone knows Stella. She presents and leads our 
horses at the sales.

“Most of the horses that she cares for usually make it to 
their late 20s and early 30s, so they get a great retirement. 
It’s our way of saying thank you,” Barlow said.

She said Pure Envy’s last foal was now two. 

“Sadly we had to euthanize the grand-dam, LC Tricky, 
about six weeks ago after she got really sick. She left 
seven more foals after Pure Envy. She was 28 when she 
died,” Barlow said.

Pure Envy’s first foal, the 2007 Grinfromeartoear gelding, 
Charge Forward, has been the most successful of the nine 
foals that the mare has left.

“He won eight races and more than $100,000 and set 
a track record (2:02.6 – 1,700m mobile) on debut at 
Forbury Park in March 2010. We also sold him at the 
Karaka Yearling Sales (2009) to the Auckland Trotting Club 
Syndicate for $30,000,” Barlow said.

She also said foal five, the 2011 Art Major filly, Unforgiving, 
was also better than average.

“She was a real big girl, which was a bit detrimental in 
some ways, but she did okay on the racetrack winning 
five races ($79,010). She’s left a couple of foals for her new 
owners,” said Barlow.

She said Highfields’ had kept Pure Envy’s last foal, Doice 
Vita for breeding purposes.

“She’s the only one we kept to keep the family going. She’s 
two now and is by Art Major and is a lovely looking filly. 
Unlike Unforgiving she is well built and not over-sized. I 
think she will produce some nice foals one day,” Barlow 
said.

Barlow said Highfields Bloodstock’s specific objective 
was to produce yearlings which combined the very best 
in individual athleticism and physical soundness along 
with desirable attitude and behaviour. Attributes which 
she said were best achieved by small, focused operations 
such as theirs.
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Some of their best bred horses have been: 2013 
Miracle Mile place-getter Pure Power (2006 
Grinfromeartoear - Highfields Angel gelding); Spy 
(2004 Falcon Seelster – Urgent Need gelding); Hero 
(1997 In The Pocket - Alba Belle gelding);  Total 
Defiance (2004 In The Pocket - Sabelle gelding); 
Alleluia (2010 Art Major - Shy Annie gelding); 
Highest Honour (1996 In The Pocket - Alba Belle 
gelding); Defiance (2004 In The Pocket – Sabelle 
gelding); and In the Force (2005 Christian Cullen - 
Dark Angel gelding).

“Onlyforyou (2009 Art Major – Destiny) was a 
special pacer who won nine races and $365,000. 
She was a 2-year-old Filly-of-the-Year, who won 
two Group Ones.

“Alleluia was, and still is, a great performer. He won 
four of his 14 starts here and has now won 25 of his 
169 starts (also 58 placings - $572,857). He is still 
racing at Albion Park in Brisbane for top trainer, 
Grant Dixon,” Barlow said.

“At Highfields we continually strive for quality rather 
than quantity,” she added.

The Barlows have 20 standardbred broodmares at 
Coatsville as well as 10 thoroughbred mares.

Lesley Court and her mum, Kathleen Edge, believed 
in Courage Under Fire as a sire, long before the 
little fella went on to make a name for himself at 
stud.

“We bought a Courage Under Fire filly at the 
Christchurch Yearling Sales in 2007 when he was 
quite unfashionable as a sire.

“We didn’t pay much ($6,000) for Courageous 
Jay at the New Zealand Premier Yearling sale in 
Christchurch (2007), but if she went through the 
sale ring today I think she would have fetched a lot 
more,” Westfield (Christchurch) based Court said.

Duane Ranger

WELL NAMED 
COLT STRIKES 
AGAIN 

The Barry Anderson and Brian Kennedy bred Courageous 
Jay’s first foal, Court On the Edge, won his fourth race 
at his 22nd attempt at Alexandra Park on Friday night 
(September 13).

The 5-year-old Bettor’s Delight gelding, who has also 
placed six times and banked $56,488 in purses, is trained 
by Steve Telfer at Ardmore. Junior, Ben Butcher, did the 
driving behind the $4.40 second favourite.

Court On The Edge is owned by Court Co Racing Limited, 
which comprises Mesdames Court, Edge and Telfer’s 
sister, Amanda Tidswell.

“We never saw the race, but were pleasantly surprised 
with the result. He’s developing into a nice pacer. Steve 
has done a real good job with him. He’s really thriving up 
there,” Mrs Court said.

She said Court On the Edge was originally trained 
by Cran Dalgety from his debut fourth at Addington 
Raceway in February 2018 until his win at the same venue 
in December of that year.

He’s now won three of his 15 starts with Telfer. In fact he’s 
now become Telfer’s best earner in their powerful stable 
since arriving in the north last Christmas.

“We haven’t even had one offer for him, which is 
surprising. He has amazing gate speed, and we are now 
looking forward to mile races at ‘The Park’ on September 
27 and October 25,” Telfer said

“We sent him north to take advantage of the better 
stakes on offer. We wanted to see him compete in more 
exciting races. He’s speedy and relishes Alexandra Park, in 
particular mile racing,” she said.

Court said Court On the Edge was actually conceived 
in Australia, and the owners bought her back to New 
Zealand in foal.

“We sent his mother over to our friend Neil Costello. She 
actually won four races (three seconds) over there before 
she was retired in June 2013.

“We put her to Bettor’s Delight and Court On The Edge 
was born back here in New Zealand November 9, 2014. 
Like Steve, Neil is a very good horseman who did a good 
job by our mare,” Mrs Court said.

She said Courageous Jay (2005) won seven races all-up, 
and placed 11 times between 2009 (3yo) and 2013 for 
$48,522.

Courageous Jay was the sixth of nine foals out of the 
one-win 1992 Roydon Glen mare, Jay’s Glen. Her younger 
half-brother, the 2007 Washington VC mare, New Year’s 
Jay, who won eight races and $76,295.
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“Murray Alfeld broke her in at Leeston before we 
sent her to David and Catherine Butt at Woodend. 
Brian (husband) and I mainly have gallopers these 
days, and then in late December 2010, Ivan (Court) 
trained her before we sent her across the Tasman. 
That was in August 2012,” Mrs Court said.

She said the bay mare provided her family with 
one of her racing highlights in November 2011.

“That was the year she won on (NZ) Cup Day. It 
was a $20,000 race and Ivan trained her and Colin 
De Filippi did the driving. That was a special day 
and one we will never forget,” Mrs Court said.

She said Courageous Jay had left three foals.

“We are still considering who to put her to next. She 
has left us a 3-year-old Terror To Love gelding named 
Courtship, and an Art Major yearling filly. 

“Steve (Telfer) has the 3-year-old and by all accounts he 
is working very well and is not far away from qualifying.”

The Courts have predominantly owned and trained 
thoroughbreds for the last 13 years, where they built up a 
successful relationship with Brian (BJ) Anderton at White 
Robe Lodge in Wingatui.

She said Brian maintained a line of standardbreds as an 
interest aside from galloping.

NZSBA THANKS ITS PARTNERS FOR THEIR CONTINUED 
SUPPORT OF OUR ASSOCIATION AND MEMBERS

Breeding a better future since 1992


